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Kevin Hewerdine, Director of Career Services and Employer Relations, gives a professional development seminar about how to obtain an internship. The seminar, 
part of the ECE department’s professional development series, was open to all Rose-Hulman students and attended by over 20.
Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief
ECE department focuses on professional development
Tim Ekl • editor in chief
While the majority of 
Rose-Hulman students 
took shelter from the cold 
Wednesday afternoon, a 
few individuals braved the 
weather to attend the latest 
in a series of professional 
development talks provided 
by the ECE department.
The seminars, organized 
by ECE professors Carlotta 
Berry and Deborah Walter, 
aim to provide Rose-Hul-
man students of all majors 
with professional skills to 
succeed after undergradu-
ate studies.
“Being able to commu-
nicate and being able to 
present yourself is also 
important, not just techni-
cal knowledge,” Berry said. 
“We’re hoping to get these 
students to develop their 
after-school professional 
skills.”
The seminars span a vari-
ety of topics. Wednesday’s 
focused on finding intern-
ship opportunities, while a 
future seminar is planned 
on the topic of “Dress for 
Success.” Other events, such 
as IEEE meetings and mas-
ter’s thesis presentations, 
are also counted as profes-
sional development oppor-
tunities.
While the events are 
open to all Rose-Hulman 
students, ECE majors have 
an additional incentive: 
they’re required to attend 
twelve professional de-
velopment events before 
graduation. Berry is look-
ing to expand the program 
to cover all majors.
“We actually think it’s 
beneficial to the whole cam-
pus, which is why we’re try-
ing to start selling this as 
a program that should be 
campus-wide,” Berry said. 
“In fact, every seminar 
we’ve had is not ECE-spe-
cific. All of them have been 
very general to the ECE pro-
fession and things that you 
can do to prepare for your 
after-college life.”
So far, students have been 
responding positively to the 
sessions, which provide op-
portunities for networking 
with other students and 
professionals.
“It’s very important that 
students have a sense of be-
longing, and one of the ways 
to create that is to have 
these networking oppor-
tunities outside of class,” 
Berry said. “How often are 
you going to see a freshman 
sitting around talking with 
a senior about professional 
opportunities?”
The seminars are spon-
sored by ROSE-BUD, an 
on-campus scholarship and 
professional development 
organization. Students in 
ROSE-BUD help prepare 
the seminars and propose 
ideas for future events, and 
will be taking on more re-
sponsibility for the gather-
ings in future years.
“Ideally, where we would 
like to see this go is having 
students create the semi-
nars because you know best 
what you want to see. Next 
year, these freshmen cur-
rently in the ROSE-BUD 
program would start to plan 
these opportunities,” Berry 
said.
As time goes on, Berry and 
the ECE department will 
continue to work to expand 
the seminars beyond just 
the ECE majors.
“We’ve planted some 
seeds in a couple places, but 
we’re not sure how it’s going 
to take off,” Berry said.
“The Human Centipede” is ee-
rily realistic, yet disgusting
What should you get your 
family for Christmas? Let the 
Flipside tell you.





Learn what TV show - and 
near-emergency - kept our 
Living editor up all night
Women’s basketball 
has mixed success 
in competition this 
week
Men’s basketball 
team brings record 
up to 6-1
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“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed by providing an accurate and dependable source for news and information.”
The Rose Thorn is a weekly publication pro-
duced by the members of  the community of  
Rose-Hulman Institute of  Technology pub-
lished on Fridays first through ninth week 
each quarter. All students, faculty, and staff  
are welcome to attend weekly meetings, held 
at 5:15pm on Wednesdays in Olin Hall.  We 
also welcome and encourage all community 
members to submit articles, photographs, car-
toons, and letters to the editor for publication.
We request that all letters to the editor be less 
than 600 words in length, and the deadline for 
content submission is 5:00 p.m. two days prior to 
publication. The editors reserve the right to edit 
submissions for clarity, grammar, length, and fac-
tual errors, while preserving the original intent of  
the submission. The editors reserve the right to 
accept content changes submitted after deadline. 
All submissions must contain the writer’s signa-
ture (electronic form is acceptable) and contact 
information. The editors reserve the right to re-
ject submissions deemed inappropriate for print.
All content should be submitted to thorn@
rose-hulman.edu or to the office of  The Rose 
Thorn in Hulman Memorial Union room 249. 
Material submitted for use in the print edi-
tion may also be included in the online edi-
tion located at http://thorn.rose-hulman.edu.
The views expressed in The Rose Thorn are those 
of  their respective authors and, with the exception 
of  the weekly Staff  View published in the Opin-
ions section, do not necessarily represent the views 
of  the staff  or the Rose-Hulman community.
The Rose ThoRn
Tim Ekl • editor-in-chief
Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief
Scott Gallmeier • news
Colin DeClue • entertainment
Melissa Schwenk • living
Carly Baehr • opinions
Andrew Klusman • sports
Noël Spurgeon • flipside
Emily Asman • copy
Luke Woolley • photo
Andrew Klusman • business
Kurtis Zimmerman • web
Richard House • adviser
Eli Baca • writer
Michael Ishmael • writer
Matt Melton • writer
Bennie Waters • writer
Hobey Tam • writer
Kurtis Zimmerman • writer
Rose Brewer • puzzles
Matt Vargo • photographer
Carly Baehr • cartoonist
Write for the rose thorn! 
email thorn@rose-hulman.edu
Color in groups of cells as given by the numbers in row 
and column headers to reveal a picture. Numbers list 
touching colored-in cells in their row or column, sepa-
rated by at least one blank cell.
HANJIE
Ex-SS officer sued 
by Jew posing as 
neo-Nazi
American Mark Gould 
claims to have documented 
Bernhard Frank’s – a 97-year-
old German man – role in the 
Nazi genocide. Gould went 
undercover for eight years to 
film a multitude of interviews 
with Frank; Gould claims 
that Frank was an aide to SS 
leader Heinrich Himmler. 
Professor Stephen Smith of 
USC’s Shoah Foundation In-
stitute said that as Frank’s 
role in the genocide was akin 
to a “communications direc-
tor,” Gould’s lawsuit might be 
seeking to establish a “prec-
edent for culpability.” Efraim 
Zuroff, the Simon Wiesen-
thal Center’s top Nazi hunter, 
warned that Gould’s report 
might be overblown; while 
there is evidence that Frank 
is a devoted Nazi, Zuroff has 
seen nothing to indicate he 
was directly involved in or-
dering the killing of Jews.
Assange arrest-
ed in Britain
Wikileaks founder Julian As-
sange was arrested Tuesday in 
Britain on a Swedish warrant 
for alleged sex crimes. Assange 
was denied his request for bail, 
with Judge Howard Riddle 
noting that there were “sub-
stantial grounds to believe he 
could abscond if granted bail.” 
Prosecutors offered Assange 
the opportunity to accept ex-
tradition to Sweden, but he did 
not consent. Assange’s lawyer 
and supporters claim that the 
accusations in Sweden are 
“part of an elaborate plot to si-
lence WikiLeaks.” In response 
to the announcement, WikiLe-
aks’ Twitter account said that 
the arrest would not hinder 




An internal FBI statement 
that became public Tuesday 
warned agents of a new Barbie 
model that contains a video 
camera and LCD screen; the 
statement said that “the doll 
– like any other video-capable 
equipment – could contain 
evidence and to not disregard 
such an item during a search.” 
FBI spokesman Steve Dupre 
said that the alert was not in re-
sponse to any reported crimes. 
The doll, made by Mattel, can 
record thirty minutes of video 
which can be transferred to a 
PC or viewed on a TV or the 
built-in LCD screen. Industry 
analyst Jim Silver thinks the 
controversy is overblown: “it’s 
a doll, for Pete’s sake.”
3News10 Dec 2010
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By Alex Mullans
Leahy strikes up holiday cheer; 
Hatfield Hall expands retinue
Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief
Hatfield Hall added anoth-
er element to Rose-Hulman’s 
Christmas cheer on Wednes-
day with The Leahy Family 
Christmas. Part of this year’s 
newly expanded Perform-
ing Arts Series, the Leahy 
siblings brought a range of 
Christmas tunes from genres 
ranging from pop and jazz to 
folk and country. The show 
was also unique as it “feeds 
off the live audience” with 
an always in-flux musical 
lineup; players will kick off a 
song and the rest will follow 
along.
Leahy is the latest entry in 
Hatfield’s expanded Series, 
which will bring 19 different 
acts to Terre Haute by com-
mencement. 
“The Wabash Valley has 
enthusiastically embraced 
the variety of our past shows, 
and the atmosphere of our 
intimate theater has encour-
aged us to expand our of-
ferings to meet our patrons’ 
growing demand for world-
class entertainment,” Bunny 
Nash, Hatfield Hall Director, 
said. When asked what shows 
she’d most encourage Rose 
students to see, Nash said 
“All of them!”
The growing of the Series 
has been a success by many 
measures including artist 
quality.
“I feel really good about the 
quality of the artists in our 
venue…. I know that those 
who attend really appreciate 
the level of artistry they’re 
able to experience in our in-
timate venue,” said Nash. In-
creasing the number of shows 
has also eased availability for 
some of the more popular 
shows, allowing more Rose 
students to obtain tickets.
In addition to the Perform-
ing Arts Series, a new fea-
ture has joined the lineup at 
Hatfield in the form of the 
Global Lens 2010 film series. 
The series seeks to promote 
cross-cultural understanding 
through film and consists of 
films from countries like In-
dia, Serbia, China, and Peru. 
The films are selected for au-
thentic voice and unique cul-
tural perspective.
For more information on 
Hatfield Hall and the Per-
forming Arts Series, visit 
ht tp://www.hatf ie ldhal l .
com
WMHD begins to re-broadcast De-
mocracy Now!’s daily news show
Scott Gallmeier • news editor
This quarter marks the re-
turn of a regular news pro-
gram to the Rose-Hulman 
student-run FM radio station, 
WMHD “The Monkey.”
As made official in a No-
vember 4 agreement with De-
mocracy Now!, WMHD will 
begin to air the re-broadcast 
of the daily, hour-long news 
program at 4:30 p.m. every 
Monday through Friday.
Democracy Now! is a self-
proclaimed independant news 
organiztion focused on grass-
roots movements and more 
personal interviews with a vari-
ety of people, ranging from the 
average citizen to some of the 
highest aides in the United State 
Governement. The daily news 
show is hosted by Amy Good-
man and Juan Gonzalez.
Democracy Now! hosts Amy Goodman and Juan Gonzalez. Democracy Now! is currently being 
re-broadcast daily on WMHD.
DemocracyNow.org
The group Leahy, above posing in an advertisement photo, performed a Christmas performance in Hatfield Hall Wednesday 
evening. This is one of the  components of Hatfield Hall’s currently expanding retinue of performances.
LeahyMusic.com
Eli Baca • staff writer
“I know definitely you are my middle 
piece!”
This is one of the most disturbing lines 
from writer/director Tom Six’s 2009 film, 
The Human Centipede (First Sequence), 
and not just because of the context—girl is 
trying to escape and, well, doesn’t—but be-
cause the good Dr. Heiter has just detailed 
what he is about to do to the three unfortu-
nate tourists using an overhead projection 
and accompanying transparencies—con-
nect them mouth to anus to create a “pet.” 
And, ladies and gents, it’s “100% medically 
accurate.”
The film starts with Dr. Heiter, one of 
the main characters, collecting a speci-
men for his experiment. Then it veers off 
to give background on how two American 
amateur porn stars came to be part of the 
centipede—they got lost and ended up at 
Dr. Heiter’s house and trust me, these girls 
get dumber. Dr. Heiter describes himself 
as a “world-renowned expert at separating 
conjoined twins.” At this point, the audi-
ence, and two of the three tourists, finally 
understands what the many pictures are of 
in Dr. Heiter’s house—they’re some of the 
twins he’s separated before they were sepa-
rated. Only after one of the girls is passed 
out from getting roofied does the other girl 
realize something is “off” about this guy, 
but it’s too late and now they are part of Dr. 
Heiter’s experiment. 
The film doesn’t actually have explicit 
imagery—don’t get me wrong, some scenes 
are graphic—but the horror of the film is in 
what’s implied rather than what’s seen. An-
other gruesome addition is the character of 
Dr. Heiter, played by Dieter Laser of Ger-
many. This guy is one sick dude. From his 
writing to his clothes to his mannerisms, he 
screams creepy and disturbed. Laser does 
a very good job coming off as a psychotic 
d o c t o r , 















The writing is good, in sections, as is the 
acting, again in sections. The special effects 
were very well done and the movie has a 
very real feel to it. Like most horror movies, 
some of the acting and writing can get away 
with being awful, as can the idiocy of some 
of the characters, but the film still delivers 
scenes of gut-twisting, heart-pounding, 
I’m-about-to-puke nature. The Human 
Centipede is one of those movies that you 
just can’t turn away from, it never goes over 
the top gross or scary, but it will make your 
skin literally crawl and have you watching 
every corner for the mad doctor.
Tosh.0 featured a ten-minute short of 
Daniel Tosh ranting about the film. Many 
recommend watching the clip on the inter-
net before watching the entire movie, as it 
provides a different perspective of The Hu-
man Centipede. Movie-goers beware! This 
movie is utterly disgusting.
Here’s the kicker: there is a sequel, a 
’Second Sequence’ that is set to come out 
in 2011. The tagline for the film is “100% 
medically INaccurate” and is being created 
by the same people. 
Review rating: 1 elephant
“The Human Centipede” feels
real, disgusts convincingly
Brittany Young • monkey writer
Four years after their 
debut album, “Zombies! 
Aliens! Vampires! Dino-
saurs!,” California’s favorite 
power-pop pranksters Hel-
logoodbye are back with a 
sound that’s mature and 
spunky at the same time. 
“Would It Kill You?” is full 
of the quirky romanticism 
the band is known for, but 
they have traded in their 
synthesizers and emo-angst 
for playful pop hooks and 
guitar riffs.  
No longer attempting 
to follow in the footsteps 
of former peers Panic! At 
The Disco, the band is able 
to showcase their talents 
on every song, resulting 
in an album that is well-
balanced yet full of vari-
ety.  The complexity moves 
from the acoustic sounds of 
the opening track “Finding 
Something To Do” to MIDI-
inspired video game sounds 
on “Betrayed Bones” and 
later to a full string section 
on “Coppertone.”  The re-
sult is an album that is full 
of youth and vigor, yet re-
fined and mature through 
experience.
Recommended If You 
Like:  A Fine Frenzy, Never 
Shout Never, Forever the 
Sickest Kids
Recommended Tracks: 
“When We First Met,” 
“Would It Kill You?,” “You 
Sleep Alone” 
Review rating: 4 elephants
http://theinterlude.com
http://www.dreadcentral.com
Bennie Waters • staff writer
Take one part romantic comedy, 
one part coming-of-age story, two 
parts Anne Hathaway’s bare chest, 
and roll it up in a thinly-veiled 
stab at the American medical sys-
tem, and you get “Love and Other 
Drugs.” This film tells the story of 
philandering pharmaceutical rep-
resentative Jamie Randall (Jake 
Gyllenhaal) who finds himself fall-
ing for a sassy waitress in the form 
of Maggie Murdock (Hathaway), 
whose case of Parkinson’s Disease 
has left her feeling distant and de-
tached from people in general.
The film centers on the blossom-
ing relationship of these two lov-
ers, while also focusing on Jamie’s 
aspirations and successes as a 
salesman. As time goes on, he be-
gins to change from a conniving 
salesman who cares only about sex 
and money, to a thoughtful boy-
friend who only cares MOSTLY 
about sex and money.
The driving emotion behind this 
movie comes from Maggie and 
Jamie’s different perspectives on 
Maggie’s disease. When Jamie fi-
nally realizes how much he cares 
about her, he sets them out on 
a journey to cure her, while she 
simply wants to lead a normal life 
and just deal with her disease as it 
worsens with time. 
It would be easy to say that 
“Love and Other Drugs” is just an-
other mediocre chick flick if you 
take it at face value. The movie 
clearly follows the template for ro-
mantic comedies: guy meets girl; 
girl rejects guy, but they fall in 
love anyway; guy makes it big with 
his job, but loses girl; guy and girl 
reconcile; happy ending. There’s 
even a wise-cracking fat guy side-
kick. However, the story was ex-
ecuted in such a way that you still 
empathize with the characters and 
actually care about their struggle. 
Gyllenhaal and Hathaway have an 
undeniable onscreen chemistry, 
which is fortunate, because their 
talented acting is the only thing 
that will get you through the often 
slow-moving plot.
The movie also tended to suf-
fer from a jumpy plot. The story 
would switch without notice from 
the tale of Jamie and Maggie’s 
relationship, to Jamie’s ongoing 
adventures in drug sales. This is 
where the movie kind of fell flat. 
The scenes of Jamie trying to 
make it as a sales rep were often 
dull and repetitive, which wouldn’t 
have been so bad if they didn’t also 
repeatedly beat you over the head 
with the film’s message of “Drug 
companies are bad, mmkay?” It 
was clear from the beginning that 
that was the point the filmmak-
ers were trying to get across, and 
by the end they were just beating a 
dead horse.
So to conclude, “Love and Other 
Drugs” is a pretty watchable mov-
ie. It’s a romantic comedy that will 
make you laugh and occasionally 
tug at your heartstrings, and to 
that end, it fulfills its purpose. Not 
flawless by any means, this movie 
is just the sort of film you should 
go see on a date, but will probably 
forget about shortly thereafter.
Review rating: 3 elephants
Hellogoodbye poses a simple question for us all to answer
“Love and Other Drugs” works 
best as date movie
Movies:
Chronicles of Narnia:















  Tron: Legacy
DeadMau5
  4 x 4 = 12
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4 EntErtainmEnt issuE 10
Melissa Schwenk • living editor
I used to think that nothing good came from 
staying up past midnight on a school night. 
I always end up playing the nod off game in 
class and, as everyone knows, that game has 
no winner. This week, someone who claims to 
be a good friend gave me three seasons of Big 
Bang Theory, not remembering the Complete 
Office Series Fiasco that was Fall Finals ’09. 
While I was able to limit myself to only 
watching between 6 pm and midnight the 
first two days, the possibility of finishing all 
the episodes seemed close enough that I de-
cided to stay up. My first lecture the next day 
wasn’t until 3 pm so I could sleep in and still 
get some work done before class. 
I had just started the second to last episode 
at around 2:30 when a strange noise remark-
able similar to a garbage truck started outside 
my window. Normally my skills of ignoring 
annoying things (siblings, men without teeth, 
birds) would have allowed me to continue 
watching my show but 
sleep deprivation makes 
me much less tolerant than 
normal. 
I got up to close my win-
dow, expecting to see a 
garbage truck (I’ve yet to 
see one during the day, so 
I assumed they must pick 
up the garbage at night). 
I was instead surprised to 
see flashing blue lights. I 
hadn’t heard any sirens; I 
would have remembered. 
Leaning out the window I 
was greeted by the strange 
sight of two fireman in a 
cherry-picker, visiting the room down a floor 
and over one from mine. 
Normal people’s first reaction might be 
“Holy Crap, my building is on fire!” Mine 
was “Holy crap, seven fire trucks! I should 
call Kevin and tell him to look out his win-
dow.” When I called him (don’t worry, he 
was awake) his reaction was, “Oh wow, take 
pictures, you know my camera doesn’t do 
night.” 
We still don’t know what exactly hap-
pened and probably never will (the housing 
manager is a bit of a ditz and has probably 
already forgotten about it). All I know is that 
no fire alarms went off for a situation involv-
ing four fire trucks, three ladder trucks, and 
five to seven police vehicles. Either the Ger-
mans way overreacted or they’re just doing it 
wrong. 
The moral of the story is don’t start Big 
Bang Theory until Christmas Break. It’s a re-
ally addicting show. Also, write for the living 
section. 
A story with no pointCackleberry’s 
not a top choice
All these trucks were outside my building, yet no alarms went 
off. Nobody knows what actually happened.
Melissa Schwenk • living editor
Stephen Mayhew
staff writer
Following Terre Haute’s re-
cent tradition of opening new 
restaurants in old buildings, 
Cackleberry’s has opened on 
the corner of Poplar and 7th, in 
the old Chicago’s Pizza build-
ing. I had lunch there with an-
other person a few weeks ago, 
and found the experience to 
be pleasant, but less than per-
fect. 
Although the place was very 
busy, and with nearly every 
table filled, we didn’t have to 
wait very long for a seat, or 
for service. The atmosphere 
was bright, and very open. It is 
not a candle-lit, wine and po-
etry kind of establishment, but 
rather a cheerful corner diner 
kind of place, which is accentu-
ated by the fact that they only 
serve breakfast and lunch, and 
are open from 6 am to 3 pm. 
The menu was quite varied, 
including the standard fare for 
lunches – sandwiches, salads, 
soups, various types of ham-
burgers, and even a Greek 
menu (this is because the own-
ers are Greek, according to the 
waitress). There was nothing 
in the menu that particularly 
stood out, nor was there any 
culinary theme. The pricing 
was fairly standard for a res-
taurant lunch, if on the high 
side, especially for students. 
The average lunch cost about 
$6 - $7.
I ordered a beef Manhat-
tan, because I’ve never had a 
Manhattan before. For those 
of you don’t know, a Manhat-
tan is meat on bread or toast, 
with mashed potatoes on the 
side, all covered in gravy. It 
sounded very good, especially 
after the waitress’ description, 
which included such words as 
‘fresh’ and ‘homemade,’ but I 
was disappointed with the ac-
tual product. I felt that the in-
gredients all seemed like they 
were made from cans or boxes, 
which wouldn’t have been so 
bad except when there are only 
four ingredients, it’s a lot more 
noticeable. I also had the soup 
of the day, which was good, but 
also seemed to be freshly from 
a can. 
I would certainly consider 
going there again (and getting 
something else), but there are 









Future: I will be working full time at 
Rolls-Royce starting in 2011.
Accomplishments while at Rose: 
Dean’s List, 2 years of fraternity chair-
manship, Varsity Letter in Tennis, 
250+ hours of community service
When asked “What was the big-
gest benefit you received from 
going Greek here at Rose-Hul-
man?”: By going Greek, I found a 
community of great friends that were 
not only about having fun, but also 




Here’s what your 
Greek community has 
been up to:
All of the fraternities will 
be working at Bike’s for 
Tykes this weekend and 
have also been recruited 
to help out the city with 
their crow relocation 
project.
Alpha Tau Omega will 
be hosting their annual 
Christmas Party for Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of 
Terre Haute on Tuesday, 
December 14th.
Lambda Chi Alpha is host-
ing their annual Christ-
mas Party for Ryves Hall 





Monday - Wednesday: 9 a.m. - 1 a.m.
Thursday - Saturday: 9.a.m. - 2 a.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 12 a.m.
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When the American people elected 
President Obama two years ago, they 
elected a man running on a platform 
to “change Washington;” a man whose 
victory speech claimed that “change 
has come to America.” Two years later, 
we haven’t seen much of that change. 
To his credit, the man has tried. He 
tried to pull us out of a recession; he 
tried to bring the inflated healthcare 
industry down to size; and he even 
tried to reach across the aisle instead 
of ignoring the opposition with his 
filibuster-proof majority.
To date, that’s gotten him nowhere. 
The stimulus bill did great things for 
our economy, but unemployment is 
still around 9.8% and many econo-
mists think we might be headed for 
a “double-dip” recession. Health 
care has remained a contentious is-
sue even after its passage, with many 
Republicans clamoring for its repeal 
ever since. The Democrats lost their 
filibuster-proof majority when Scott 
Brown took the legendary Kennedy 
Senate seat in Massachusetts, and 
then they got further punished in the 
November elections when Repub-
licans succeeded with a campaign 
labeling Democrats the cause of the 
nation’s problems. Republicans suc-
cessfully branded them as the cause 
of America’s collective misery.
And yet, even now that his party is 
thoroughly in the minority, Obama 
continues to cave to the will of Re-
publicans, allowing the Bush-era tax 
cuts to be renewed for the richest 
Americans. Show some backbone, 
Mr. Obama! It’s time to take a les-
son from your predecessor and start 
using the powers the office of Presi-
dent gives you. It’s time to figure out 
that the Republicans are just going 
to take whatever they can get from 
you; their newfound majority means 
they don’t even have to pretend 
you’re getting their vote. It’s time to 
stop caving in!
President Obama needs to take a 
stand on something. Anything. The 
Office of the President has a veto 
power for a reason. It’s time to show 
congressmen like Mitch McConnell 
that if they’re dedicated to depriving 
Obama of a second term rather than 
working on the issues that face this 
country, the little pet projects and 
earmarks they just can’t tear them-
selves away from are going to stop. 
If maintaining the tax cuts given to 
America’s citizens (tax cuts that, if 
removed, would add a $1,000 year-
ly tax burden to a family making 
$300,000—hardly a break-the-bank 
measure) is more important to con-
gressional Republicans than dealing 
with the financial mess their anti-
regulation policies have created, then 
it’s time Obama started using his of-
fice to empower the agencies that will 
deal with it.
Americans will care about one 
thing in two years’ time: the unem-
ployment rate. If Obama can reduce 
it, historically he has a good shot 
at getting himself reelected. If not, 
we might all be subjected to four 
years of Sarah Palin or Newt Ging-
rich. Whatever it takes to get there, 
Obama needs to make it happen. His 
office has the power: now it’s time 
for him to stand up and use it, con-
sensus or not.









confirmed that we 
aren’t nearly as 
nefarious as many 
people thought.
John Lawrence • guest writer
With so much drama internation-
ally, it’s kind of hard to imagine 
yourself as WikiLeaks CEO Julian 
Assange of Aus-
tralia. Recently 
accused of sexual 
offenses in Sweden 
and currently held 
in London await-
ing an extradition 
hearing, Assange 
has not received 
very good treat-
ment in part be-
cause he is being 
held accountable 
for the numer-
ous leaks recently 
released on the 
website he created, WikiLeaks. I 
guess what I’m trying to figure out, 
though, is… what’s the problem with 
this? I thought we were supposed to 
be the good guys here, and honestly, 
what do we have to hide?
I’ve read through a few summa-
ries of the leaked documents and I 
have to admit, they really aren’t that 
bad. It really doesn’t seem like a 
nightmare because the leaked docu-
ments actually confirmed that we 
aren’t nearly as nefarious as I, and 
likely many other people, thought. 
It seems that there was some decep-
tion, but not that much, and it wasn’t 
all that bad. In fact, in light of the re-
cent leaks, I wouldn’t be surprised if 
some countries actually gained some 
respect for the U.S. now that we have 
been forced to be a bit more trans-
parent. Mind you, some damage has 
been done, but I highly doubt it’s 
anything that can’t be repaired with 
time and diplomacy.
Honestly, though, I’ve been a bit 
disappointed with how the U.S. has 
dealt with this entire situation. We 
seem to be persecuting people who, 
even though they have done things 
against us, do not need to be ar-
rested for it. The reaction seems way 
over the top for 
the scale of what 
was actually done. 
Basically what I’m 
trying to explain is 
that we want to be 
the good guys, and 
if we are the good 
guys we should re-
ally try and act like 
them. If we want 
to be the world’s 
leading moral au-
thority, we should 
just let the issue 
drop, let the leaks 
happen, and stand behind our words 
and our integrity.
WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange: 
villain or victim?
James Jeffryes • guest writer
International diplomacy, like pok-
er, is a game of unequal distribu-
tion of information. Countries play 
the hand they’re 
dealt, but a skilled 
negotiator can 
discern bluffs and 
knows the habits 
of foreign pow-
ers. Of course, not 
everyone plays 
by the rules all 
the time; in pok-
er, this is called 
cheating, while in 




Assange is an anti-American men-
ace or an embattled martyr fighting 
for freedom and transparency, we 
must be careful not to get bogged 
down in his motives, which are dif-
ficult to establish and ultimately 
immaterial. Rather, we should con-
sider his actions 
in an objective 
manner.
The critical 
point here is that 
if these same dip-
lomatic cables 
had been released 
to only one other 
nation, Russia 
for example, As-
sange would be 
uniformly con-
sidered a Russian 
spy. However, 
broadening the 
audience to all nations, both friend-
ly and hostile, does not change the 
criminal nature of the act. Similar-
ly, looking at an opponent’s hand in 
poker is cheating and this act can-
not be justified by announcing the 
hand to the rest of the table as well. 
In both cases, the harm was denying 
one party the privilege of secrecy 
that all the other players enjoy.
Now, maybe poker and interna-
tional diplomacy would be more fair 
(though less interesting) if all players 
showed their whole hand, but this is 
not what Assange has done. Wikile-
aks used to be a clearinghouse of all 
manner of formerly secret informa-
tion from around the world, but the 
current incarnation of the site focuses 
exclusively on U.S.-led actions in Iraq 
and Afghanistan and U.S. diplomatic 
cables. Julian Assange is not a U.S. 
citizen and thus we certainly should 
not expect his loyalty and patriotism, 
but neither should we elevate him to 
the status of martyr for the cause of 
transparency.http://farm6.static.flickr.com/
WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange was arrested on Tuesday, and is currently 
being held in London for charges of sexual assault made against him in Sweden. 
He was denied bail and has been fighting Sweden’s request for extradition.
”
Looking at an
opponent’s hand in 
poker... cannot be 
justified by announc-
ing the hand to the 
rest of the table.









ing Hall of Fame
This past week the final BCS stand-
ings were released, revealing the 
top teams in college football.  After 
a small miscalculation by the Colley 
computer rankings, the final rankings 
were released, listing Auburn – not 
surprisingly – at the top of the charts. 
The top 10 teams will face off in the 
BCS bowl games, including Auburn 
and Oregon who will face off in the 
National Championship Game.  In 
the other four games are Ohio State 
and Arkansas, competing in the Sug-
ar Bowl; Stanford and Virginia Tech, 
fighting for the victory in the Orange 
Bowl; Oklahoma and Connecticut in 
the Fiesta Bowl; and TCU vs. Wiscon-
sin in the Rose Bowl which will mark 
the start of the bowl games in Janu-
ary.  Apologizing for the small initial 
error, executive director of the BCS 
Bill Hancock promised an exciting 
end to the NCAA football season with 
a series of “outstanding matchups.”
“The Baddest Man on the Planet,” 
known to those outside the boxing world 
as Mike Tyson, was honored on Tuesday 
with a selection to be inducted into the 
International Boxing Hall of Fame and 
Museum.  The youngest boxer to win 
the WBC, WBA and IBF world heavy-
weight titles, Tyson is the undisputed 
heavyweight champion.  Joining him in 
the class of inductees are three-division 
champion Julio Cesar Chavez of Mexi-
co and Russia’s Kostya Tszyu, a junior 
welterweight champion.  Broadcaster 
Harry Carpenter and promoter A.F. Bet-
tinson join many others to be inducted 
into the Hall of Fame, and rounding out 
the group is Sylvester Stallone, well-
known for his role as underdog boxer 
Rocky Balboa.  Stallone picked up sev-
eral Academy Awards for his work on 
the film and will be inducted into the 
Hall of Fame and Museum in 2011. 
Chosen by a panel of international box-
ing historians and members of the Box-
ing Writers Association of America, the 
2011 class consists of 12 members in all.
One of the original commentators of 
“Monday Night Football” and legendary 
quarterback for the early Dallas Cowboys 
team passed away Sunday, December 5, 
of a brain hemorrhage at the age of 72. 
Don Meredith led the Cowboys off their 
inaugural season to two NFL Champi-
onship games during his time with the 
team from 1960 to 1968.  After retiring 
from the league at just 31 years-old, Mer-
edith became most famous for his color 
commentary alongside Howard Cosell 
during “Monday Night Football.”  From 
1970 to 1984 he was most known for his 
signature phrase, “turn out the lights – 
the party’s over” which indicated that a 
game was clearly over or out of hand.  In-
ducted into the Cowboys’ Ring of Honor 
in 1976, Meredith quickly became an 




Kurtis Zimmerman • staff writer
The men’s basketball team picked 
up two more wins this past week to 
improve to 6 – 1 for the season, all six 
wins coming from the last six consecu-
tive games.  Last Saturday the Engi-
neers bested Defiance College, and the 
men dominated against Earlham Col-
lege this past Wednesday to keep the 
winning streak alive.
A balanced attack from three civil 
engineering students, junior Blake 
Knotts, sophomore Austin Weath-
erford, and freshman Julian Strick-
land, led the Engineers to a 74 – 66 
win.  Knotts finished the night with 
a season-high 20 points, ending the 
night perfectly from the free throw 
line.  Weatherford put up an impres-
sive 17 points, nine rebounds and six 
assists, and Strickland added to the 
effort with 15 points, five rebounds 
and three blocks.  The Engineers left 
the court at halftime with just a one-
point lead but rallied back even hard-
er during the second half and brought 
home their fifth straight win of the 
season. 
And the men fought even harder 
Wednesday night against Earlham. 
Bringing home the John Mutchner 
Cup for the fourth consecutive year, 
the Fightin’ Engineers finished the 
night 83 – 69 to continue their best 
start since the 2003 – 2004 season. 
W e a t h e r f o r d 
led the attack 
















teen points to 
round out the 
h i g h - s c o r i n g 
offense which 
could never be 
caught.  The 
Engineers improved to 6 – 1 overal-
land 3 – 0 in HCAC matchups. 
The Engineers will travel to Kentucky 
to take on Transylvania University on 
Saturday with high hopes of continuing 
their winning streak.
Kurtis Zimmerman • staff writer
The Rose-Hulman women’s basket-
ball took on two HCAC rivals this past 
week, picking up a win most recently 
against the Earlham College Quakers 
and coming away with a loss last week-
end against Defiance College Lady 
Jackets.
This past Saturday in the Hulbert 
Arena the Lady Engineers took on the 
Lady Jackets and suffered a 67 – 50 
loss after heading off the court at half-
time at a similar deficit.  Though they 
had the lead with just a few minutes 
left in the first half, Defiance swept 
the girls on a 19 – 2 run for the rest 
of the half that gave them a 16-point 
lead when the buzzer sounded.  In an 
effort to close the gap, senior biomedi-
cal engineering student Donna Marsh 
put up an impressive 18 points and 
14 rebounds, and junior mechanical 
engineering student Alisa Dickerson 
fought back with 13 points and eight 
rebounds.  Unfortunately, the Lady 
Engineers never could overturn the 
deficit and dropped to 2 – 3 on that 
game.
However, this past Wednesday the 
Lady Engineers put up an impres-
sive fight against the Earlham Col-
lege Quakers who came into Hulbert 
Arena looking for their first win of the 
season.  Led by a loud and physical 
offense, the Quakers kept the score 
even heading into the half, 31 – 31. 
But when the Lady Engineers took the 
court for the second half, they man-
aged to put the points up to clinch the 
win.  Dickerson and Marsh both re-
corded double-doubles for the night, 
scoring 20 points with 10 rebounds 
and 14 points with 11 rebounds, re-
spectively.  Freshman computer engi-
neer major Heather Finnell sank four 
three-pointers and brought down fif-
teen points total to round out the win-
ning offense.  The Lady Engineers left 
Hulbert Arena with a 65 – 57 confer-
ence win.
The women’s basketball team im-
proved to 3 – 3 for the season and 2 – 1 
in HCAC play Wednesday night.  They 
travel to Transylvania University this 
weekend hoping for another confer-
ence victory.
Lady Engineers split on the week
engineer ScoreBoard
Women’s Basketball
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Wacky prof quotes
“I DON’T LIKE YOU EI-
THER! PLEASE GIVE 
ME A JOB.” 
 — Dr. House, telling 
his students how to 
win friends and influ-
ence people in Tech 
Comm.
“What do you do when 
you’re cold? You curl 
up in a ball, maybe you 
cry, but you curl up in 
a ball.”
 —Dr. Weiner. This is 
also what happens 
when I get cold and 
dead on the *inside*...
“This might hurt a bit… 
OUCH! Okay, now why 
don’t you all try that?”
 —Dr. Allison. I’ll just 
learn by example, 
thanks.
 “I walk up to the bar-
tender and say, ‘I’m 
going to give you a 30 
minute econ lecture, 
can I get a beer?”
 — Dr. Kim, hardcore 
barterer. An off-key 
preformance of ‘I’m a 
Little Teapot’ is worth 
a packet of airline 
peanuts and a nickel.
Rose Profs say crazy 
things. E-mail them 
to the Flipside at 
thorn-flipside@
rose-hulman.edu
Rose Men of Genius
Celebrating the unsung heroes of Rose-Hulman Noël Spurgeon • humor editor
Today we salute you, Mr. Homemade Sled Rider. Warrior of the great white death, you trav-
erse the hills and valleys of Rose-Hulman with naught but your trusty steed for company. 
You are the lone figure tracking across the snow at three a.m., determined to get one last run 
before the scourge of salt and global warming takes its toll. You are courageous, placing the 
well-being of your backside on naught but a cafeteria tray or a piece of plywood, and some 
(perhaps misplaced) faith. The Wal-Mart thoroughbred is not for you: you will never call 
the Snow-Shredder 9000 your own. You relish the challenge of finding your own mount, the 
thrill of being chased out of the ARA tray in hand, and the gut-wrenching fear that comes 
from questionable steering and even more questionable safety procedures as you make your 
grand escape down the hill to the Apartments. But at some point, as the trees whiz past you 
and your young life flashes before your eyes, you ask yourself, “Was it worth it?” Yes. Yes it 
was. So here’s to you, oh crusader of the cafeteria tray… because when the snow starts flying, 
we want you in the driver’s seat.
This is the Flipside disclaimer, where I completely ignore those rule things. All unattributed content was written by Noël Spurgeon, or at least, she thinks it is. Yay snow! And by yay snow, I mean yay chipping my car out of the ice every morning. On the bright side, at least we got 




Matt Melton • quick study
10. Not having any girls around definitely has its plusses...
9. But it has so many more minuses.
8. Four-hour finals really do take four hours, but only if you 
studied. Finishing early is usually a sign of defeat rather than 
victory.
7. Housekeepers are awesome!
6. Having to do your own laundry is not so awesome. It turns 
out that if you don’t seperate these things called colors and 
whites, you get pink socks. Not. Cool.
5. The only people that sleep less than RA’s are their SA’s, and 
I get more sleep than all three of them combined. [Ed. note: 
Only until sophomore year. Enjoy it while you can...]
4. I’m not the biggest nerd in a thirty mile radius anymore!
3. The only thing faster than Indiana weather going from bad 
to good is Indiana weather going from good to crap. [Ed. note: 
There’s an entire field of theoretical physics devoted to explain-
ing this. They’re still trying.]
2. Nobody will understand half the technical things I say or 
ninety percent of the jokes I make when I get back home.
1. Email (and SharePoint) with caution
Also, as an addendum to last week, the actual best place to 
find women is the Victoria’s Secret at the mall. There’s a 90% 
chance you’ll be labeled taken, a creeper, or die from pink over-
dose if you go there, but with great risk comes great reward, 
young padawan.
Fail of the Week
So... are we in denial about winter, or trying to win the ‘world’s largest upside-down icicle’ award? 
NASTY RUMOR of 
the week: 2^3 flipside issue 6
